Indigofera karaiyarensis and Mucuna pruriens var. thekkadiensis are synonymized under Indigofera astragalina and Mucuna pruriens var. hirsuta respectively.
Introduction
As part of revisionary studies on legumes of Kerala, India, we examined two recently described taxa [Indigofera karaiyarensis Rajakumar et al. (2011: 485) , and Mucuna pruriens var. thekkadiensis Thothathri & Ravi Kumar (1997: 703) ] and evaluated the taxonomic status which is discussed below. Indigofera Linnaeus (1753:751) Gillett (1960) , Sanjappa (1995) , and Murthy & Sanjappa (2002) discussed the status of Indigofera hirsuta Linnaeus (1753: 751) and Indigofera astragalina Candolle (1825: 228) based on morphology and SEM analysis of seed coat, and they retained them at specific level. According to Sanjappa (1985 Sanjappa ( , 1995 , I. astragalina shows continuous variation in size of the plant, nature of leaflets, length of peduncle, color of flowers, indumentum of pods, and number of seeds/pods, and he followed Gillett (1960) to separate it from the closely allied I. hirsuta at specific level. However, the diversity in seed types and its importance in evolution as argued by Corner (1951) in Leguminosae prompted Murthy & Sanjappa (2002) to evaluate the seed morphology of 51 species of Indigofera in India. Their analysis again emphasized the differences between I. hirsuta and I. astragalina. The seed coat is granulate in I. astragalina and striate-rugose in I. hirsuta at high magnification. Even after much taxonomic studies in these two taxa, there continue to be problems (as revealed by innumerable misidentified specimens in various herbaria in India) with the identity at morphological level due to close affinity. Recently Rajakumar et al. (2011) proposed a new species, Indigofera karaiyarensis Rajakumar et al. (2011: 485) from South India. While going through the protologue of I. karaiyarensis, we did not observe any progressive character states that could clearly distinguish I. karaiyarensis from allied I. astragalina. It is also evident that the authors did not consult relevant publications (Gillett 1960 , Murthy & Sanjappa 2002 Rajakumar et al., (2011) I. karaiyarensis is allied to I. astragalina but differs from the later in having smaller size, short rachis, black dotted leaflets, shorter raceme and fruit shape ("amplitudine parva, rachidi curta, foliolis atro-punctatis, racemo curto et forma fructus differt''). These character states occur within the circumscriptional range of I. astragalina rather than that of I. hirsuta (Sanjappa 1985 , 1995 , De Kort & Thijsse 1984 Thothathri & Ravikumar (1997: 703) from Thekkady forest, Idukki district of Kerala. They described their new variety as follows: "foliolis anguste rotundatis ad apicem, albido-brunneo sericeo tomentosis, leguminibusque non-plicatisque" [leaflets narrowly rounded at apex, whitish brown silky tomentose and without plaited pods]. Our study revealed that the above characters are varying continuously. The leaf apex is rounded or sometimes shortly acuminate at apex. The nature of the indumentum in pods varies during the post maturity periods and therefore these character states does not hold up. The whitish brown silky nature of the indumentum is present at pre-maturity periods and gradually turns to brown color and finally become ferruginous hirsute or blackish. The floral parts (vexillum, wing petals, keel petals, androecium and gynoecium) are similar to those of M. pruriens var. hirsuta (Wight & Arnott 1834 : 254) Wilmot-Dear (1987 and M. pruriens (Linnaeus 1754 : 23) Candolle (1825 var. pruriens. Moreover in the subgenus Stizolobium (Browne 1756 : 290) Prain (1897 , the pods are never plaited. Some of the species may have (inconspicuous) rounded ribs or ridges. The pods are either S-shaped or curved at base or apex, and straight pods are rare in the subgenus. Therefore the observations given by Thothathri & Ravi Kumar (1997) 
